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million. In the rich plains of volcanic soil on the north side of the island,
where the dry season is of just the right length, large areas support from
1,000 to 25000 people per square mile. This is even more than the dense
population of manufacturing countries such as Belgium and England.
Iowa is about one tenth larger than Java, but has only 1 inhabitant for
every 16 in Java. Such an increase in population can occur only in rare
places where climates soil, and human actions all combine to produce
a similar result.

QUESTION'S, EXERCISES, AND PROBLEMS

1.  Which of the elements of geographic environment (A4) first led Europeans to
explore the tropics?   Which elements now furnish motives to the greater part of the
Americans and Europeans who go to the tropics?   Explain in detail the geographical
conditions which make it far more necessary for Americans and Europeans to keep
in touch with their old homes when in the tropics than when they go to places such
as New Zealand and Siberia?   Why is it more necessary for Europeans to keep in
touch with the tropics than for the people of the United States:

2.  In the Statesman's Yearbook or elsewhere look up the exports of a tropical land
mentioned in this chapter.   Classify the exports under the following heads: (a} prod-
ucts of wild vegetation; (b) products of plantation agriculture; (r) non-vegetable
products.   "What geographical reasons can you see why one or another of these t)ypes

^ of products should come from each specific country?

3.  Examine the areas covered by the colonial empires of England, France, and
Russia.   Classify these lands according to the vegetation zones in which they lie.

4.  In the government reports on Foreign Commerce and Navigation, and in the
Statistical Abstract of the United States., look up six plantation products irom tropical
countries.   Which of these come from the types of regions discussed in this chapter?
Make a table as follows and arrange the products in order according to the increase
in their per capita use:

A
	B
	C

Product
	Percentage of increase in
 imports, during 20 years
	Chief countries of origin

